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SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES

There shall be not more than Twenty Sectoral Oversight Committees of
which the subjects and functions are determined by the Committee of
Selection.

The Sectoral Oversight Committees shall function for the duration of
Parliament and conduct its inquiries notwithstanding any adjournment or
prorogation of Parliament.

The Sectoral Oversight Committees shall have the power to examine any
Bill, except the Bills defined in Article 152 of the Constitution, Treaty,
Reports including the Annual and Performance Reports relating to the
institutions coming under its purview or any other matter referred to the
Committee by Parliament or any Committee or a Minister relating to the
subjects and functions within their jurisdiction.

The Sectoral Oversight Committees may conduct at any time such
inquiries and investigations as it considers necessary or appropriate in the
exercise of its responsibilities.

Each Sectoral Oversight Committee shall meet not less than two days of
every month.

The Sectoral Oversight Committees shall have general oversight
responsibilities in order to assist Parliament in—

(@) its analysis, appraisal and evaluation of the application,
administration, execution and effectiveness of existing government
policies;

(b) its activities for future research and forecasting for the formulation
of alternative policies;

(c) its analysis, appraisal and evaluation of the application,
administration, execution and effectiveness of legislation passed by
Parliament and condition and circumstances that may indicate the
necessity or desirability of enacting any new or additional
legislation;

and
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(d) its formulation, consideration and enactment or changes in any law
and of such additional legislation as may be necessary or
appropriate.

Each Sectoral Oversight Committee may examine the suitability of any
person who has been either appointed to any post or nominated to hold
office in any post to any institution within the jurisdiction of that
Committee and make recommendations in regard to such persons to the
appropriate Ministry.

All Members of Parliament other than the following are eligible to serve as
Members of any Sectoral Oversight Committee:—

(@) The Speaker;

(b) The Deputy Speaker;

(c) The Deputy Chairperson of Committees;

(d) The Prime Minister;

(e) The Leader of the House of Parliament;

(f)  The Leader of the Opposition in Parliament; and

(g) The Ministers of Cabinet appointed under Article 43(1) of the
Constitution.

Ministers appointed under Article 45(1) of the Constitution and Deputy
Ministers shall not be eligible to serve in any Sectoral Oversight
Committee whose jurisdiction and related functions are the same as any
subject, function, Department or Institution of the Minister of the Cabinet
under whose purview such Minister or Deputy Minister functions:

Provided that, the Committee may invite the Minister, the Minister who is
not a member of the Cabinet of Ministers or the Deputy Minister to assist
the Committee when a Bill is being discussed in the Committee.

The Committee of Selection shall in nominating Members to Sectoral
Oversight Committees have due regard to numerical strengths of political
parties and independent groups represented in Parliament in accordance
with the nominations made by the leaders of such political parties and
independent groups.
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Any Member of Parliament, who is hot a Member of a particular Sectoral
Oversight Committee may be permitted to observe the Committee
proceedings by the Chair of any such Committee.

Each Sectoral Oversight Committee shall at its first meeting and
thereafter, at the first meeting after the Chair become vacant, elect a
Chair from among the Members of the Sectoral Oversight Committee.

Any Member who absents from three consecutive meetings of any
Sectoral Oversight Committee without obtaining prior leave of such
Committee shall be deemed to have vacated membership of such
Committee.

Each Sectoral Oversight Committee may where it considers necessary
appoint Sub-Committees of its own members to examine and report to
such Committee such matters as the Committee may deem necessary.

Any matter referred to a Sectoral Oversight Committee may not be taken
up for consideration by Parliament until six weeks has lapsed from the
date of the reference, unless the Parliament has directed otherwise as the
Parliament may by resolution determine such period.

Every Sectoral Oversight Committee may in regard to any Bill or any other
matter of public importance, call for evidence from any affected or
interested party.

Every Sectoral Oversight Committee is empowered to summon persons
and call for papers and records and shall submit to Parliament, Reports
containing their opinion and observations together with the minutes of
evidence taken before them.

Where a Sectoral Oversight Committee do the enactment of legislation or
submit a non-legislative report, the Minister of the Cabinet to whom the
relevant subject is assigned and has ministerial responsibility and if not
assigned, the Prime Minister shall fulfil the recommendations laid down in
the report within in a period of eight weeks, and also submit a statement
on actions proposes to take with regard to observations or if the Minister
is of the view that particular recommendation should not be fulfilled, the
Minister shall explain the reasons for this in writing and indicate
alternative action that the Minister proposes. If the Committee requires,
the Committee may invite the relevant Minister to explain the position in
person and to answer the questions that arise as to such matters within
eight weeks.



(19) (a)

(b)

(©

(d)

The Chair may invite not more than five (5) Youth Representatives
between the age of 18 and 35 years to assist the Committee in
respect of each matter taken up for inquiry before the Committee.

With the permission of the Chair, the Youth Representatives
summoned may give the opportunity to ask questions from the
witnesses and peruse documents before the Committee:

However, the Youth Representatives will not have a vote in the
Committee.

The Chair may allow the views, observations and opinions of the
Youth Representatives to be included in the Report of the
Committee by way of an addendum to the Report, subject to any
direction that the Committee may decide.

Selection criteria for the Youth Representatives shall be decided on
the guidelines set by the Committee of Selection.
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MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

The Committee of Selection shall at the commencement of every Session of
Parliament and from time to time as necessary may appoint a humber
of “Ministerial Consultative Committees” corresponding to the number
of Ministries of the Cabinet of Ministers, comprising—

(a) The Cabinet Minister in charge of the relevant subject as
Chair;

(b)  State Minister;
(c)  Deputy Minister; and

(d)  Five other Members of Parliament hominated by the Committee of
Selection.

Any Member who absents himself from three consecutive meetings of the
Committee without having obtained prior leave of such Committee on
application under his signature, shall be deemed to have vacated his
membership of such Ministerial Consultative Committee and shall not be re-
appointed to such Committee during the same Session unless agreed to by
the Committee of Selection:

Provided that, the preceding provisions shall not apply where any meeting
of such Committee is held on a day falling within the period during which
such Member has, with the leave of Parliament first obtained, absented
himself from sittings of Parliament.

Any Member of Parliament may attend the meetings of a Ministerial
Consultative Committee of which he is not a Member at the request of the
Chair of the Committee and shall withdraw when requested by the Chair.

The duty of a Ministerial Consultative Committee shall be to consider and
report such matters as are referred to the Committee by the Chair or by
Parliament or by any Member of Parliament including motions, regulations,
or papers, etc.
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(6)
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(8)

9

(a) The meetings of the Committee shall be summoned in consultation
with the Secretary to the respective Ministry.

(b) A Ministerial Consultative Committee shall have the power to initiate
through the Chair any Bill or motion.

Each Ministerial Consultative Committee shall meet whenever summoned
by the Chair. It shall be the duty of every Secretary to the Ministry to ensure
in consultation with the Chair and Secretary General of Parliament that
meetings are summoned by the Chair at least once a month and meaningful
programme of work arranged and the Ministerial Consultative Committee
from time to time shall report its findings to Parliament:

Provided that, a meeting shall be summoned as soon as possible upon the
written request of at least three Members of such Ministerial Consultative
Committee.

Each Ministerial Consultative Committee shall have the power to send for
and examine persons, papers and records, to move from place to place and
to do all such acts as are necessary for the fullest consideration of the
matters referred to it and to meet notwithstanding any adjournment of
Parliament.

Three Members of a Ministerial Consultative Committee shall form the
quorum and it shall be the duty of the Chair of such Ministerial Consultative
Committee not to function without the required quorum.

General Rules for Committees shall apply to Ministerial Consultative
Committees.
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

There shall be a Committee to be designated the Committee on Public
Accounts consisting of sixteen Members, who are not members of the Cabinet
of Ministers nominated by the Committee of Selection.

It shall be the duty of the Committee on Public Accounts to examine the
accounts showing the appropriation of the sums granted by Parliament to
meet the public expenditure and such other accounts laid before Parliament
as the Committee may think fit, with the assistance of the Auditor-General.

The Committee on Public Accounts shall, every three months, report to
Parliament on the accounts examined, the finances, financial procedures,
performance and management generally of any department, local authority
and on any matter arising therefrom. The report shall include observations
on matters that require remedial action, and recommendations to ensure
the proper usage of public finance.

A report of the Committee on Public Accounts, once tabled in Parliament
shall be referred to the Minister in charge of the subject of Finance and
the Ministers in charge of the institutions and the respective Minister shall
submit the observations and actions taken in that regard to Parliament
within eight weeks, and also submit a statement of actions proposed to be
taken with regard to the observations or if the Minister is of the view that
particular recommendations may not be fulfilled, the Minister shall explain
the reasons in writing and indicate alternative action, the Minister proposes
to take to ensure the proper usage of public finance. If the Committee
requires, the Committee may invite the relevant Minister to explain the
possition in person and to answer the questions that arise as to such
matters within eight weeks. When Parliament so decides, the report
concerned may be referred to the Attorney-General for his observations and
necessary actions.

(@) The Committee on Public Accounts shall as required appoint Sub-
Committees of its Members to look at any institution, provided that
other Members may attend any such Sub-Committee meeting if
they so wish. Such Sub-Committee shall report to the Committee on
all accounts and the finances and management of such departments
and local authorities as the Committee may direct.
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(b) The Committee on Public Accounts or any Sub-Committees
appointed by the Committee shall as required have sittings in
Parliament or any relevant institutions as decided by the Committee.

(c) Members who are not Members of the Committee on Public
Accounts may be allowed to observe the proceedings of the
Committee with the permission of the Chair.

The Committee on Public Accounts or any of its Sub-Committees shall for the
performance of its duties have the power to summon before it and question
any person and call for and examine any paper, book, record or other
document and to have access to stores and property.

The quorum of the Committee on Public Accounts shall be five Members.
Any Member not attending three consecutive meetings of the Committee
without good reason acceptable to the Committee shall be deemed to have
vacated his membership of the Committee.
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ENTERPRISES

There shall be a Committee to be designated the Committee on Public
Enterprises consisting of sixteen Members, who are not members of the
Cabinet of Ministers nominated by the Committee of Selection.

It shall be the duty of the Committee on Public Enterprises to examine the
accounts of public corporations ,institutions funded wholly or in part by
Government and of any business or other undertaking vested under any
written law in the Government laid before Parliament ,with the assistance
of the Auditor-General.

The Committee on Public Enterprises shall ,every three months ,report to
Parliament on the accounts examined ,the finances, financial procedures ,
performance and management generally of any public corporation or of
any business or other undertaking vested under any written law in the
Government and on any matter arising therefrom. The report shall include
observations on matters that require remedial action, and recommendations
to ensure the proper usage of public finance.

A report of the Committee on Public Enterprises, once tabled in Parliament
shall be referred to the Minister in charge of the subject of Finance and
the Ministers in charge of the institutions and the respective Minister shall
submit the observations and actions taken in that regard to Parliament
within eight weeks, and also submit a statement of actions proposed to be
taken with regard to observations or if the Minister is of the view that
particular recommendations may not be fulfilled, the Minister shall explain
the reasons in writing and indicate alternative action the Minister proposes
to take to ensure the proper usage of public finance. If the Committee
requires, the Committee may invite the relevant Minister to explain the
possition in person and to answer the questions that arise as to such
matters within eight weeks. When Parliament so decides, the report
concerned may be referred to the Attorney-General for his observations and
necessary actions.

(@) The Committee on Public Enterprises may when it considers necessary
appoint any Sub-Committees consisting of its own Members to
examine and report to the Committee on all accounts, the budgets
and annual estimates, the finances and management of such public
corporations or of any business or other undertaking vested under
any written law in the Government as the Committee may direct.
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(b) The Committee on Public Enterprises or any Sub-Committees
appointed by the Committee shall as required have sittings in
Parliament or any relevant institutions as decided by the Committee.

(c) Members who are not Members of the Committee on Public
Enterprises may be allowed to observe the proceedings of the
Committee with the permission of the Chair.

The Committee or any of its Sub-Committees shall for the performance of
its duties have the power to summon before it and question any person and
call for and examine any paper, book, record or other document and to
have access to stores and property.

The quorum of the Committee on Public Enterprises shall be five Members.
Any Member not attending three consecutive meetings of the Committee
without good reason acceptable to the Committee shall be deemed to have
vacated his membership of the Committee.
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC FINANCE

There shall be a Committee to be designated the Committee on Public
Finance consisting of a Chair and eleven Members, who are not members of
the Cabinet of Minsters nominated by the Committee of Selection provided
that the Chair shall be a Member of the Opposition.

It shall be the duty of the Committee on Public Finance to examine—
(a) the collection of revenue under Article 148 of the Constitution;
(b) the payment from the Consolidated Fund;

(c) the utilization of public funds for specific purposes by law;

(d) the application of public funds;

(e) the recessions of appropriations contained in the Appropriation Act
for the current year, the transfer of appropriation and the
unexpected balance;

(f) the implementation of the Appropriation Act for the current year;
(g) public debt and debt service;

(h) reports and statements under the Fiscal Management
(Responsibility) Act, No. 3 of 2003; and

(i) the Bills, Motions, Resolutions and Orders and Motions defined in
Article 152 of the Constitution.

The Parliament, any Committee or a Minister may also refer any matter to
the Committee on Public Finance for its consideration and response.

The Committee shall, from time to time, report to Parliament, the issues
arising from the matters referred to in paragraphs (2) and (3) above.

The Committee shall present before the commencement of the committee
stage of the Appropriation Bill a report—

(i) on the fiscal financial and economic assumptions used as the basis
in arriving at total estimated expenditure and revenue; and

(i) on the estimates including whether the allocation of money is in
compliance with the policies of the Government.
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A report of the Committee on Public Finance once tabled in Parliament shall
be referred to the Minister of Finance and the Minister who shall submit the
observations and steps taken therein contained to Parliament within a
period of eight weeks.

The Committee on Public Finance may have the power to summon persons
and call for papers and records and shall submit to Parliament, Reports
containing their opinions and observations together with the minutes of
evidence taken before them.

The quorum of the Committee shall be four Members.
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PETITIONS

There shall be a Committee to be designated the Committee on Public
Petitions consisting of fifteen Members, who are not members of the
Cabinet of Ministers, nominated by the Committee of Selection.

It shall be the duty of the Committee on Public Petitions to consider the
petitions referred to it under the provisions of paragraph (10) of Standing
Order 30.

Where the Committee on Public Petitions is of the view that any petition
discloses an infringement of a fundamental right or other injustice by a
public officer or an officer of a public corporation, local authority or other
like institution, the Committee on Public Petitions may inquire into such
petition or refer such petition, to the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administration (Ombudsman) to inquire and report.

The Committee on Public Petitions having inquired into the petition or after
consideration of a report made to it by the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administration (Ombudsman) upon the conclusion of his investigation in
respect of a petition referred to him by the Committee on Public Petitions,
may report to Parliament its opinion on the action to be taken on such
petition or report.

The Committee on Public Petitions shall, every three months, report to
Parliament its opinion on the action to be taken in respect of petitions
referred to it, together with such other observations on such petitions as
it may think fit.

When the report is tabled in Parliament, the Speaker shall take steps to send
the contents of such report to the relevant Minister for his responses to the
observations. The Minister’s responses shall be forwarded to the Speaker in
writing within a period of eight weeks.

Having received the responses from the relevant Minister, the Speaker shall
forward a copy to the Chair and the Member of Parliament who has
presented the petition whereupon the Committee shall consider the
responses and, if not satisfied, shall request the Minister to take suitable
remedial action. The Minister shall act as required within a month or else
respond in writing as to why this is not possible, and indicate what
alternative action he has taken to deal with the grievance under
consideration.
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The Committee on Public Petitions may, when it considers necessary,
appoint any Sub-Committees of its own Members to examine and report
to the Committee on Public Petitions of such petitions or reports as the
Committee on Public Petitions may direct.

The Committee on Public Petitions or any of its Sub-Committees shall, for
the performance of its duties have the power to summon before it and
question any person, call for and examine any paper, book, record or other
document and to have access to stores and property.

The quorum of the Committee on Public Petitions shall be five Members.
Any Member not attending three consecutive meetings of the Committee
without good reason acceptable to the Committee shall be deemed to have
vacated his membership of the Committee.



